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Mot Målet

We are from 0-100 years old. We 
live in over 150 nations. We work 
together as friends in multicultural 
teams and across generations. We 
come together from different Chris-
tian traditions to praise God through 
a diversity of expressions.

We are committed to growing in 
our understanding of who Jesus is and 
how he wants us to love and serve 
the people of this world. We like new 
ideas and are happy to let young people 
have a go at them. We believe that God 

wants a living relationship with each 
and every one of us.

We travel a lot. We are touched by 
those who suffer and we want to do 
something about this. It is important 
for us that decisions are made locally. 
We are not here for the money, and are 
happy to live simple lives.

We have experienced that faith in 
Jesus will take you to places you would 
never have dreamed of – to do things 
you could never have imagine – in ways 
that you would never have thought of.

Who is 
Youth with a Mission?

Mot Målet has 
five issues per 

year. Subscription 
is free, voluntary 
contributions can 
be made through 
giro or directly to 
our bank-account: 

3000.14.69378,  
marked «Mot Målet».
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Andreas Nordli, Leader of 
YWAM Norway 

www.andreasnordli.no 
t @andreasnordli

translated by Neil de Soto

O ver the course of the 
last weeks, we have 
almost daily been able 
to read in the news-

papers Vårt Land and Dagen about 
Atle Sommerfeldt, Bishop of the 
Norwegian church, who has recom-
mended the congregations in the 
Borg diocese not make use of Alv 
Magnus, former leader of YWAM 
Norway, as a preacher. The reason 
for this recommendation is a mes-
sage given by Alv Magnus at a local 
church in Østfold.

In his message, Alv spoke 
boldly about the possibility of 
perdition. Some in the audience, 
including the parish priest himself, 
believed Alv was too bold. They 
thought he didn’t focus enough on 
God’s grace and forgiveness, and 
that the way he highlighted cohabi-
tation and homosexual practice as 
sin was inappropriate, even though 
many –including the parish priest 
himself— agreed with Alv Magnus 
on the principles behind the matter.

This has led to a debate in the 
christian media about the general 
content of our messages. This is 
good. In an interview with Dagen 
at the beginning of September, Alv 
Magnus says the following: “One is 
not faithful to Scripture if he fails 
to preach important aspects of the 
message, just because they are un-
popular at the time.” This is central 
in our way of thinking. As preachers 
we are called to preach all of God’s 
word – not just the parts that are 
easy to talk about.

In our evangelical tradition, 

we preach both law and Gospel. 
“For we know that the law is good”, 
writes Paul to his good friend Timo-
thy. But the premise is that we “use 
the law correctly”, he adds (1 Tim. 
1:8). What is the correct use of the 
law? Without the law I don’t know 
what sin is or what ruins my rela-
tionship with God. This is how the 
law judges me guilty before God. 
In our preaching of salvation, we 
therefor also need to highlight the 
law, as it is exactly what drives me 
to grace – to Christ (Gal. 3:24-25).

But we should not just preach 
the law. We need to also preach 
grace, as it is exactly what sets us 
free. Because if we only preach the 
law, we use the law incorrectly. It is 
not a path to salvation – its purpose 
is to urge me to Christ.

My challenge is probably not 
that I preach too much about the 
law. I probably preach too little 
about the law. For if the law had not 
first judged me as guilty before God, 
then the gospel does not become 
“good news” to me. If I am not 
guilty before God, why do I then 
need a savior? The law is not vague 
and unclear. It is clear and specific. 
And practical. Therefore, it is appro-
priate to name specific sins in our 
preaching. But it must be done in a 
way that drives people to Jesus.

Alv Magnus preached 
the law in Østfold, but he also 
preached the Gospel. Therefore, we 
are sorry that Bishop Atle Som-
merfeldt has recommended the 
congregations in his diocese not 
use Alv Magnus as a preacher.

About Alv Magnus, Atle Sommerfeldt, 
and my own preaching



Short news
SURPLUS 
FOR YWAM
Youth With A Mission had 
total balance of 89,7 million 
Norwegian Kroner in 2018 
and a surplus of 4.7 million 
Kroner. These numbers are 
from all ministries in YWAM 
Norway, including Hede-
marken Fri skole and YWAM´s 
two kindergartens, Grimerud 
Farm and Proklamedia. Total 
collected gifts to YWAM was 
12.1 million Kroner.

“The reasons for this surplus 
are many years of good opera-
tions and good and sober bud-
geting. We have also reorgan-
ised our accounting systems 
and now do our accounting 
ourselves. This saves us a 
lot of money”, says Andreas 
Nordli, leader of YWAM Norway.

Youth With A Mission’s 
turnover has gradually 
increased gradually over the 
past years which reflects 
the organisation´s general 
growth in number of stu-
dents, staff and missionaries.

“It is not a fast growth, 
but a little every year. Our 
dream is of course that more 
people will come to faith in 
Jesus, both here in Norway 
and out on the mission-
fields”, says Nordli.

 FOTO: PRIVAT

NEW YEARS CAMP 
AT GRIMERUD
There will be New Years camp in Gri-
merud this year. It is called “Awake” and 
gather teenagers from the age of 15. 
The camp starts Decemer 29th and ends 
January 1st. Mikal Nordli will be the festival 
manager. He promises a lot of worship, 
prayer, challenging preaches and a good 
atmosphere. More information will be 
available at www.grimerud.no

WHEN GOD 
IS SILENT
This is the title of 
Andreas Nordli´s latest 
book that was released 
in May 2019. In the book 
he honestly talks about 
how it feels when God 
at times appears to be 
distant. It is also a book 
of hope.

CONFIRMATION CAMP IN NAMDAL
In September YWAM Namdal in Trøndelag organised a 
camp for all the confirmands in the Overhalla municipa-
lity. Thirty-five confirmands participated and this was the 
first time a camp like this was organised at YWAM’s new 
property there. The leaders of YWAM Namdal are  
Jo Magnus and Eirin Solberg.

BIBLE TO ALL 
IN HEDMARK 
AND TROMS
Bible to all continues with cam-
paigns in three municipalities this 
fall. In Troms county we will visit 
Dyrøy, and in Hedmark county 
the campaign will take place in 
Stor-Elvdal and Stange. A total 
of 190.000 Norwegian homes will 
have been visited with the invita-
tion to receive a bible since the 
start in Finnmark in 2014.
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EDITOR
ANDREAS SÆTHER 

Is 21 years, living 
in Oslo. From 
Hommersåk, 
Sandnes. Did 

Backpack-DTS in 
Rogaland in 2018. 

Staff at YWAM Oslo 
and studies at the 

College of Leadership 
and Theology.

M y name is Andreas 
Sæther and I am 21 years 
old. I currently live in 
Oslo, staffing the DTS 

in Oslo and taking my last year at the 
College of Leadership and Theology. 
This fall I have started as the editor 
for Mot Målet.

From when I was six until the year I 
turned 15 I lived in Romania where my 
parents were missionaries and leaders 
at the  YWAM base in Constanța.

I have grown up understanding 
YWAM as a family rather than an 
organisation, something that might be 
the reason why I said yes to being the 
editor for Mot Målet.

If you have any knowledge of YWAM, 
you will know that our relations tie us 
together – both to each other but also 
to God. This is how we function as a 
family and a organisation.

What I want for Mot Målet is to share 
an insight into what is happening in 
YWAM Norway, and tell of the things 
that we are passionate about.

Those who have met me, know that 
I am passionate about communication. 

I want Mot Målet to be a platform for 
the different voices within YWAM Nor-
way. We are spread across the country, 
but share one vision. Mot Målet is our 
best insight in what is happening at the 
different centers, and about what is on 
our hearts.

Everyone communicates. What we 
wish for Mot Målet is to lift up the 
voices of individuals around YWAM 
Norway: What is on the hearts of the 
different centers? We may be spread 
around the country, but what is our 
common vision?

These are some of the thoughts and 
voices you will be able to read about in 
Mot Målet. As mentioned earlier, we 
are a family. This family consists not 
only of full-time “YWAMers”, but also 
of everyone who has taken a DTS or 
feels ownership to this family.

In this issue we wish to show what 
has happened in YWAM this summer, 
how our family grows and how we go 
through different processes. You will get 
an insight into some of the mission trips 
from this summer, from our “family 
reunion” GOfest, and from different 
people stepping into new roles.

Welcome to the 
new Mot Målet
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After 20 years, YWAM 
Nordland moves from 
the municipality of 
Meløy to larger loca-
tions in Røsvik in Sør-
fold municipality. 
In 1999, Gro and Øystein Rykkelid 
moved to Engavågen in Meløy mu-
nicipality. They rented an old school 
building (Nordtun) and began to work 
and pray. Two years later they started 
YWAM Nordland. Since then, 300 
youths from all over the world have 
done a DTS there, worked there. After 
which they left the place with trans-
formed lives, having experienced the 
breathtaking nature of northern Norway 
and grown fond of and passionate about 

the region. During these years, they 
have run many camps and courses, and 
they have also travelled far and wide 
in the outstretched county. Today, the 
center has 15 staff members and eleven 
missionaries sent to other countries. 

“Expand our borders, Lord!”
In the last nine years, YWAM Nordland 
has been in the process of buying the 
old school building they have been 
renting, but this winter the process 
was put on hold. The long period of 
uncertainty that followed has been de-
manding, yet many have prayed much 
to God in this time. What was going to 
happen to YWAM Nordland? Should 
they move? Should they rent or buy?

On the 24th of May, Gro and Øystein 
discovered a great property for sale at 

Youth With 
A Mission 
Nordland

Øystein and Gro Rykkelid have been leading the YWAM center in Nordland from it's start 
almost 20 years ago. FOTO: JO SVENSEN
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Røsvik, 180 kilometres further north. 
“We thought that it looked good, it was 
beautiful and fantastic with a church as 
the closest neighbour,” says the two. 
The buildings’ total area was of 1800 
m2 , with a quadruple garage, on a 6500 
m2 property. “Two days later, we went 
through the building, and after a few 
days, our offer of 1,750,000 Kroner was 
accepted.”

Gro and Øystein say they did not 
have the necessary starting capital 
when the offer was made, and they 
needed to gather up the finances before 
the hand-over on the 17th of June. In 
a couple of weeks, prayer partners 
and other friends had raised 408,000 
Kroner, which was enough to cover the 
starting capital, legal fees and a piano 
left by the previous owners.

Less than two weeks later, one of the 
staff members bought the neighbouring 
property with an old lodging house and 

SELFIE: Fifteen people work at YWAM 
Nordland, While sending out eleven mis-
sionaries to other nations. FOTO: PRIVAT

has bought 
their first 
center

a farm that they can now use as well. 
“We have also been offered to buy 

the neighbouring house. We rejoice in 
seeing the opportunities for growth” 
say Gro and Øystein. 

At the same time, the move also 
comes with a process of loss. The 
Rykkelids have lived in Meløy for 20 
years, in a place they have grown fond 
of, where they have many dear friends. 
Now they will sell their house and 
together with their staff make the 3.5 
hour drive further north to move to 
their new home.

Prayer, finances and work
At Røsvik, they are now working to put 
the place in order both inside and out, 
giving the center a thorough cleaning 
and a fresh coat of paint. In addition, 
they have started planning this fall’s 
DTS and other activities. Close to 40 
water leaks (owing to frost damage) 
have been repaired, while radiators 
and the ventilation system have not yet 
been tested. Some furniture came with 
the sale, but more has to be bought. A 
larger building also comes with higher 
expences. The process of moving is 
soon complete and a home is starting 
to take shape.

“We need a lot of people to pray for 
us,” the Rykkelids say. “We need to 
have the right focus, and need wisdom 
to make good choices. The progress de-
pends on raised funds, and carpen-
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Welcome to  
the opening party!

The 19th of October YWAM Nordland 
invites to the opening party!

The doors are open from 5 p.m., with 
coffee and cakes.  
6:30 p.m., the church in Røsvik will 
be filled with worship and kind words. 

ters, plumbers, electricians and other 
workers are needed. All are welcome, 
and we would appreciate it if anyone 
has a day or a week or more to spare.” 

Dreams for the new place
The center at Røsvik will be used to 
inspire and teach, for DTS and other 
schools. They will also offer youth and 
confirmation camps, congregational 
trips and couples’ courses, the Ryk-
kelids say.

“We believe in young people, 
from Nordland and from the rest of 
the world. We believe in prayer and 
worship, discipleship making and 
teamwork. We have a calling both to 
go to small places in Nordland and to 
unreached peoples.” 

They tell about prophetic pictures 

Everyone is welcome.
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they have received, that say there is 
much gold hidden in the region and 
that it will be “brought up”. 

“We hope to play a role in the work 
of Christian unification and networking 
in the entire region.” 

The dreams for the future also 
involve how YWAM can be a blessing 
locally in Røsvik. “The community 
would like to have a café, a kiosk and 
a gym. Can we get this at the center?” 
they ask themselves.

Goals for 2020
The foundation of the building needs 
drainage and the oil burner will be 
replaced by heat pumps that are con-
nected to the central heating system. 
In addition, the ventilation system, 
the fire alarm system, sanitary facili-
ties, the cold storage and the electrical 
system need repair and maintenance. 
A few apartments have to be built, and 
outside panelling and window frames 
need painting.

“Our goal is to raise an amount 
equal to the price of the property and 
get work done through volunteering 
and communal effort for the value of 
double of that. We are also working to 
increase our regular financial gifts and 
the operational income of our center.” 
say Gro and Øystein. 

Where is Røsvik? 
Røsvik is an old trading town and was 
previously the municipality center 
in Sørfold municipality, 30 minutes 
north of Fauske and 80 minutes from 
Bodø. It is a pretty little village with 
just under 200 inhabitants, located 
between two national parks. The cen-

The new center is both more spacious and 
more centrally located int he region. YWAM 
Norway has paid 17,5 million Kroner for  
the property. FOTO: FOTOGRAFHOLST.NO

ter’s closest neighbour is a beautiful 
church building! 

“We will have a shorter travel time to 
most places in Nordland, including the 
train station and the airport. We are 
looking forward to a closer cooperation 
with congregations and organisations 
in the entire region and we can see 
plenty of opportunities,” says Rykkelid. 

Answered prayers
Øystein and Gro are continually learn-
ing more about the property and the 
community. One day, an elderly couple 
came by the center. They had bought 
the property in 1969 and started a 
private psychiatric treatment center, 
which they headed for 30 years. Every 
day they began their day by praying 
for the village and for the patients. As 
time went by the municipality took 
over the facility, but the couple con-
tinued to pray. They had been praying 
for a long time that the building again 
would fall into “Christian hands”. 
That YWAM had now bought the 
property was a powerful answer to the 
couple’s prayers.

Mot Målet
translated by Silje Kathrin Grønbeck

The new center is 
located in Sørfold 
muni cipality, under 
a hundred kilometres 
north-east from Bodø.
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From this summer's 
mission trips

Ever since I was a little girl, I have 

wanted to go on an outreach. I have prayed 

a lot about it and have long felt like mis-

sions was something I would use my life on. 

The outreach to Romania this summer was 

my second outreach.

When I was asked to join the outreach, 

there was really no question about it. This 

was something I really felt I should be a part 

of. I am very grateful for everything I got 

to experience, and for the wonderful youth 

and leaders that I had the chance to meet. 

During our days in Romania God revealed 

himself in a way that I have never experi-

enced before.

Especially I got to see God through all 

the youth we got to meet in Romania. It 

was really inspiring to hear the testimonies 

from those that had their lives changed by a 

meeting with God. I learned that God works 

exactly the same way in Romania as he does 

here in Norway. I have also learned that we 

do not necessarily need to speak the same 

language to be able to communicate and 

play games together.

I have been inspired to go on even more 

outreaches to show other people who Jesus 

is and His love for them. After this trip my 

heart for mission has become even bigger, 

and my desire for other people to meet Jesus 

has grown even stronger. 
Jenny-Elise Haaland

16 years, from Bergen, Norway

translated by Irene Sæther

Language barriers and cultural differences were left behind when 

we had games and competitions with the youth. FOTO: PRIVAT

Every year we send young people out 

on mission trips. New in 2019 were our 

mission trips called «Envoye». We sent 

out five different teams to five differ-

ent countries in Europe, Asia and the 

Middle East. They prayed for the sick, 

preached the gospel, worked practically 

end gained many new friends.

We interviewed two participants of 

the teams that were in Romania and 

Central Asia.
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From this summer's 
mission trips

On our day off we went on a road-trip to 
“Big Almaty Lake” at 25,000 masl. Our car 
overheated halfway our drive up the moun-
tain. We then decided to hike the rest of our 
way and met many super nice people. And we 
got to the lake! PHOTO:PRIVATE

We - a team of six - travelled to Central Asia. Our focus was prayer and worship as well as help-ing and participating in a summer camp for children. 
One day we visited a house church. The leaders of the church told us that the room we were currently in just had been through a renovation and had extra sound-proofing. This was important, since they earlier on ran the risk of being reported to the police, as it was not legal to gather in a house church in this country. It was a special experi-ence to be a part of their church. I could better notice God’s protection when we were there. The members 

of the house church had a great deal of courage and were not afraid to share their faith with others. That was truly inspiring!

What made the biggest impression on me after coming home was how God’s protection was evident over the people that we met, and over our team. I didn’t really think much about it while we were there but realised it more and more when we got back home. Looking back, I can see how God was present – he was with us and for us. 
Therese Fylling

18 years, from Langevåg
translated by Jorunn Valbø Tran
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This summer we 
again held Mis-
sion Adventures at 
YWAM Borgen.

Youth from Russia, Finland 
and Norway were had come to-
gether with a heart to make God 
known up in the north. First we 
had four days of training-camp 
at Borgen, then the teams trav-
eled on outreach to northern 
Norway and Finland.
 
There were 77 participants, 
both youth and adults. They were split 
into six teams that travelled to Myre, 
Kolari, Evenskjer, and three locations 
in Storfjord. At Borgen the teams 
learned dramas and dances, and on 
outreach they shared their testimonies 
and held street meetings where they 
were performed what they learned. All 
of the teams had a mixture of Norwe-

Teambuilding is a train-
ing camp-tradition.
 BOTH PHOTOS: 
PRIVATE

A drama performance during 
a street meeting in Tromsø.

REPORT
AGNETE HARAUNE 

AMUNDSEN (28) 
married to Eirik. She 
is the base leader at 
Borgen. Did her DTS 

at YWAM Kristiansand 
in 2010. 

 
translated by  
Neil de Soto

gian, Russian and Finnish youth, to-
gether they shared the gospel with the 
people they met. At a street meeting 
in Tromsø both tourists, Norwegians 
and a kindergarten gathered to watch 
drama and dance and hear the testi-
monies. It was an amazing experience 
of standing together for the Gospel 
from across borders. ~
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New 

"We accepted this job as a response to an outer calling 
and the experience of God speaking to us. Leading a 
grassroots movement with so many wonderful people 
and ministries, is a privilege. We wish to lift up mar-
riage and the family as an important building block in 
our community. We wish to see families and genera-
tions stand together in making disciples, and for fami-
lies to be a blessing to their neighbourhood. As part of 
YWAM, we are preparing a new wave of missionaries 
from Norway to the world, where also many families 
find their place in mission."

"My name is Britt Solveig Spilde, I am married to Kjetil 
and the mother of Elias Emil (2). In august I became 
the leader of YWAM Skien.

My leadership gives me a unique opportunity to 
communicate the gospel to young people. The base 
has many resources and it is a privilege to lead it, and 
see the kingdom of God grow.

I dream of seeing youth in Norway having their eyes 
opened to who Jesus is, and choosing to follow Him 
with their whole lives. Also, I dream of contributing 
to seeing a living «Jesus fellowship» in every neighbor-
hood of Europe."

"I have always been fond of Youth With A Mission. I 
am passionate about missions and young people, and 
for them to get to know Jesus. In my new position, I 
feel I can combine many of the things that are on my 
heart, and use the talents that I have been given. I am 
grateful to YWAM for giving me this opportunity."

leaders

Nina (38) and Geir Edvin (41) Frøen 
are married, have three children and live 
in Stange, Norway. They have worked in 
YWAM for many years. This fall they took 
over the leadership of Familiefokus, YWAM 
Norway’s family ministry. FOTO: PRIVAT 

Ann-Helen Sperrud (38), married to Eirik, 
has three children and lives in Stange, Nor-
way. From August she is deputy director of 
YWAM Norway together with  
Runar Byberg. FOTO: DORIEN SCHELTENS

Britt Solveig (34) is the new leader for 
Youth With A Mission Skien.
 FOTO: MARTHE SØBAKK KARSLEGARD

We would like to present new 
leaders in the YWAM family. Fami-
liar and new faces, here are lead-
ers that step into new callings.
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REPORT
GEIR EDVIN FRØEN 

(41) lives in Stange 
with his wife and three 
children. Did his DTS 
in Skien in 1997, and 

is the leader of Family 
Ministry Norway. He 
was "GOfest-boss"  

this year.

translated by  
Irene Sæther

Visitor-record 

From 8-11 August all 
of YWAM Norway´s 
extended family was 
gathered at Stavern. 

We had some great days together with 
the 1,250 guests that had come. The 
theme of this year' s festival was “More 
of Jesus”. Throughout the preaching, 
worship and fellowship many of us had 
a new encounter with Jesus. 

There was clear focus both on the 
call to missions and to active engage-

ment in society. We heard stories about 
what is happening around in the world, 
it was faith-building and encouraging 
to hear what God is doing.

I believe that many of us experienced 
that God had shared his heart for 
young people with us, and especially 
for those who need a new family. 
We are thankful for this year' s festival 
and are looking forward with expecta-
tions to next years GOfest, the 25-28th 
of June 2020 in Stavern.  ~

at GOfest!
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The kids had a great time 
at family meetings and 

activities every day. In the 
evening they had teaching 
about Jesus and his heart for 
all people groups.

“Lovsang Hamar” lead 
worship at “Reborn” 

and at the closing meeting 
in Stavernhallen on Sunday 
morning. It was a time of 
worshipping Jesus with full 
power and several songs they 
had written themselves.

On Saturday we 
honoured Anne-Helen 

and Trond Sæthren for their 
leadership of Family Ministry 
over ten years. They were cel-

ebrated with cake, gifts and 
good words of thankfulness.

The teenagers had a 
seminar “Why wait 

with sex until marriage”, 
lead by Anna Egeberg 
and Jonas Krogh. The are 
getting married this fall, and 
shared openly about their 
experiences. 

Andy Byrd from YWAM 
Kona, Hawaii was preach-

ing Friday and Saturday 
night. He was translated by 
Marianne Braseth. He chal-
lenged us to believe in God for 
greater things and for us to 
show His love to the world.

 PHOTO: 1,4: ADAM HALSALL, 2,3,5: JO SVENSEN

at GOfest!
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25

This fall YWAM Kris-
tiansand celebrates 
25 years, or 29 if you 
count the DTS years 
before the ministry had 
a place to call “home”.
YWAM bought the beautiful build-
ing on Flekkerøy in 1994 so different 
ministry in YWAM would have a place 
to call home. Where they could grow 
roots, flourish and multiply into more 
ministries and schools. To date, there 
have been more than 1,400 people tak-
ing the longer courses and countless 
more being touched through YWAM's 
local ministries, camps and the strong 

international focus of the base. And 
now? This fall the center will hosts 
it's largest yet DTS of 52 students. 
Already before the YWAM bought the 
property, some of the locals on the 
island had been praying that many 
missionaries would be sent out from 
Skjærgårdsheimen. These prayers is 
in itself are a witness to how involved 
the local community is in the work of 
the center, says Geir Fagerbakke, one 
of its founders

"We want this place to be some-
where the Holy Spirit feels at home", 
says Marianne Braseth. Her and Ståle 
tell of times of God’s healing and evi-
dent presence, of people being healed 

REPORT
ANNA WAGNER 
(37) is currently 

studying in Malmö, 
Sweden, where 

she lives with her 
husband Hobbes 
and two children. 

She did her DTS in 
2001 in England. 

Left: Geir and Elin 
Fagerbakke started 
YWAM Norway’s 
work in the south. This 
fall, they are leading a 
DTS of 52 students at 
YWAM Kristiansand. 
Right: Marianne 
Bra seth, together with 
her husband Ståle 
are leading YWAM 
Kristiansand today. She 
is gathered here with 
several other leaders of 
the center.
 BOTH PHOTOS: OLE 
SEBASTIAN RIBE

YWAM Kristiansand 
celebrated    years
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Mogens 
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YWAM Kristiansand 
celebrated    years

and set free. Dreams have been born 
here as well as new relationships, and 
eventually babies. "We have heard so 
many testimonies", says Ståle as they 
tell of the young girl who came with a 
longing to serve in Colombia. She has 
now been there for 20 years, being part 
of training and sending out missionar-
ies from this latin american country.

They remember the young man from 
southern Europe who came from a 
rough background and with a desire to 
see his life changed. Which is exactly 
what he experienced here.

The stories and testimonies are 
many. "There is so much to be thankful 
for" they both say.  ~

Mogens Andresen
1942–2018

Mogens Andresen moved from Danmark to Norway 
in 1960. In 1961 he married Astri. They began to 
work fulltime with Youth With A Mission in 1975, 
the same year that YWAM Norway moved onto the 
Grimerud farm. Among other things, he was part of 
establishing of YWAM Norway’s Family Ministies. 
Over the following years, Mogens carried differ-
ent leadership roles and was an annual member of 
the board of YWAM Norway. Although he stopped 
working fulltime with YWAM in 1987, he has kept 
close contact with the organization all the way up 
until his death. Particularly, Mogens played a key role 
when YWAM Norway purchased the Grimerud farm 
in 2015 – 40 years after he himself moved there.
 
Mogens has left behind a large spiritual legacy. It is 
impossible to count the number of people that have 
been touched by his life and ministry. Without his in-
volvement, it would probably not have been possible 
for YWAM Norway to buy Grimerud. Mogens paved 
the way for YWAM Norway to become the organiza-
tion that it is today. We are very grateful for this.
 
We also want to express our thankfulness for the 
memorial gift that was given in connection with his 
funeral on June 8th, 2018.
 

Andreas Nordli
Leader for YWAM Norway

translated by Neil de Soto



18

Looking back I see that 
the things that were 
most difficult for me 
as staff in YWAM have 
now become the things 
that are of greatest 
use to me.
The faith-questions that I wrestled 
with in my time with YWAM have en-
abled me to recognise God’s goodness, 
despite the fact that I still experience 
periods of unrest.

There was a lot of hurt in my life when 
I began working in YWAM. I doubted 
at that time if I would ever be able 
to conquer all that pain. In addition I 
would not care much about the needs 
of the people around me. God then 
changed me through personal experi-

I learned 
to listen to 

God

ences and through the people I met. 
I doubt if there would have been any 
other place were people were both 
honest with me about my challenges, 
yet able to communicate the truth 
about God to me. I experienced that 
love changes people, even those that 
themselves do see the need for change. 
Practicing to listen to people and to 
God has resulted in people I have met 
at my work and church group experi-
encing the love of God in such a way 
that they feel seen and valued. It has 
surprised me how something which I 
often consider so small can have such a 
big impact. 

My time in YWAM taught me how to 
live by a set of values. The time that I 
have spent outside of the organization 
has taught me the importance of that. 
It has been natural for me to bring 
many of YWAM’s values with me. 
These values have become my tools for 
discovering God’s purposes, even when 
at times I want to simply ignore God 
and the fact that He has more for me.

I believe I have only just begun to 
discover how fundamental my time 
in YWAM has been for me in moving 
forward. It has set me on a journey 
with God equipped with a passion for 
people and for a society that reflects 
the Kingdom of Heaven. This will cer-
tainly follow me wherever I may find 
myself, both now and in the future. 
More than that, it has given me faith 
that God will watch over me and will 
place me exactly where I need to be at 
the right time. ~

Listening to God and 
to people opens hearts. 

Shaina has first experi-
enced this in her time at 
YWAM Rogaland, and sees 
it happen in people around 
her where she is working 
now. ILLUSTRATION: JAN 
WILLEM MIDDAG

We want to highlight how a person's time with YWAM can be 
relevant for daily life afterwards.
Here you will meet two people 
that tell of what their time in 
YWAM has meant for them.

ESSAY
SHAINA WIDMARK 

(23) from Ogden, Utah 
in USA. Did her DTS in 
Rogaland in 2016. She 

is now back in Utah 
where she is working 

and volunteering.
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Discipleship. Training. 
School. Yes, precisely. 
A school where we 
learn how to be a  
disciple of Jesus. 

We are training to hear God’s voice 
and bring God’s kingdom wherever we 
go and to all we meet. Still it is easy 
to forget that the DTS or the staffing 
period may not last forever. We give 
re-entry training, which I have even 
taught myself. Still it was difficult to 
know what a transformed Ragnhild 
would look like and function in Oslo 
after three years in YWAM. 

The last half year as staff I felt ready 
for a new season, and Oslo, the capital 
of Norway, was the place to be. I was 
ready for my next challenge: studies 
and a daily life with non-Christians. I 
wanted to see the things we read about 
in the Bible and experience in YWAM 
to still happening around me. I was 
bold; I shared testimonies and saw 
people in my school being met by Je-
sus. It was everything from the healing 
of chronic nosebleeds and back pains 
to see people experiencing the peace of 
God. At the same time, I felt frustrated 
with not managing to be myself. I felt a 
pressure to have or should share about 
Jesus every day. 

A DTS is supposed to equip us for a 
life as disciples, but change takes time. 
Just take a look at Jesus and the twelve 
disciples. They were together for about 

ESSAY 
RAGNHILD 
HESTHAUG 

(24) from Eidsdal, 
Norway. Nursing 

student at 
Diakonhjemmet Oslo.  

She did her DTS in 
Skien in 2014

translated by Silje 
Kathrin Grønbeck

Discipleship 
takes time

«I have learned that I have to be gracious with myself», says 
Ragnhild Hesthaug. PHOTO: PRIVATE

three years. Jesus trained them and 
prepared them for the time to come, 
even though they did not understand 
what was about to happen. Jesus left, 
but he sent the Holy Spirit to them so 
that they would not be alone. They had 
been transformed, and if we study the 
story further, we see that they kept on 
being transformed and kept growing. 
Their time with Jesus was only the 
beginning. I see the same for my time 
in YWAM. 

The second year in Oslo, I focussed 
more on building relationships, and I 
was not as hard on myself. I think it 
was a healthier approach, although I 
became more passive and lost some 
of the spark. But I have learned that I 
need to be gracious with myself. Now 
I am looking forward to a third year in 
Oslo, and I keep learning how to be a 
disciple of Jesus.  ~
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J: Amen, sister. Remind me - how did 
the base actually come to be? 

C: The base was “born” in YWAM 
Rogaland but also got DNA from the 
base in Perth. In addition to that, a lot 
of the staff came from another Mexican 
base - Mazatlán. 

J: And how many are you? 

C: We are now 25 staff at the base 
(plus volunteers), which is incred-
ible as we only have been a base for 
eight months. We actually didn’t have 
a house at the beginning. Somehow, 
miraculously, we signed a house con-
tract the same day as the DTS started. 
In the days and weeks following we 
got tons of donations, both money and 
things. What’s really crazy, is that we 
soon need a bigger place. But God is 
in control.

J: My goodness, that is marvellous! 
What, exactly, is your role at the base? 

C: We have three DTS’ where I staff 
one of them - the Backpack DTS. In ad-
dition to that one we run a music DTS 
in October and a Sports DTS in April. 
I’m gonna be the leader for the that 
one.      It’s on our heart to disciple 
Mexicans. Mexico has “always” been a 
mission field. It’s about time to show 

A chat with Céline
Jorunn: Suddenly you’re in Mexico, 
Céline! That’s crazy!

Céline: Yeah, who would’ve 
thought?! I mean, before I did my DTS, 
I was open to staff a DTS, but to travel 
to Mexico … that wasn’t even in my 
thoughts …

J: It is amazing to see how God has 
been leading you. How could you be so 
sure that you were called to go?

C: During my DTS (in Norway!) there 
were six Mexicans - and half on them 
were on my outreach team! One of 
the countries we travelled to was - of 
course - Mexico      God continued to 
confirm it in many other ways through-
out my entire DTS.

J: The base you’re at is eight 
months old, right? 

C: That’s right! Actually, Mexico 
city has only had one YWAM base 
before. Think about it: In Norway 
we have 9 bases for 5 million 
people. That tells me that a new 
base is absolutely needed in this 
city with 20 million! I’d never 
dreamt about being a part of this 
kind of work but it is so cool to 

see that God has a greater plan - much 
greater than we can imagine!
 

Céline Rekdal (21) 
from Hamar, Norway. 

During her DTS in 
Rogaland in 2018 

she felt God calling 
her to Mexico. After 
many confirmations, 

she acted on the 
calling and moved 
to the pioneering 

base YWAM ¡Hola! in 
Mexico City - a city 
with a population 

of 20 million. Céline 
enjoys working out, 
reading books and 
explore new places. 
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INTERVIEW
JORUNN VALBØ 

TRAN 
(27) from Sykkylven, 
Norway. Married to 

Philip, living and 
studying in Danmark. 
Did her DTS in Skien 

in 2011.

that Mexicans also can be missionar-
ies. In a short while I will also travel 
to Japan and South-Korea with a team. 
Did I tell you that we have an extra 
focus on Japan? 

J: No, tell me more! 

C: The original vision for this base 
included “twins” - Mexico and Japan. 
That is the reason we are now send-
ing a team to Japan every month to 
mobilize and evangelize. Our dream is 
to start a base there. We actually run a 
Japanese club at our base, where you 
can learn Japanese.

J: So cool that you can learn Japanese! 
      It’s gonna be exciting to see what 
will happen! I was wondering how 
has it been to move from the peaceful 
city of Hamar to a giant city with 20 
million? 

C: I must admit that it has been quite 
a culture shock travelling from “cold” 
Norway to “warm” Mexico. And then 
I’m not only talking about the climate. 

After being here eight months, I can 
say that I’ve been influenced by the cul-
ture. I find myself saying “Mi casa es tu 
casa”, hugging strangers and of course 
spicing up my food with chili. I’ve also 
gotten used to physical contact - both 
thinking about greetings but also on 
the metro. Believe it or not - it is actu-
ally easy to get around (even though it 
takes at least an hour to get from A to 
B). And naturally I miss the nature of 
Norway and without a doubt salmon! 
      When that is said, I really enjoy the 
beautiful scenery Mexico has to offer. 

J: I guess we do take the salmon for 
granted sometimes      You don’t have 
time to sit here and chat with 
me forever?

C: I actually do have to go to bed 
now. I need to be up for the daily run 
tomorrow morning before the DTS 
programme begins.

J: Oh my… Then I guess it’s good 
night! Thank you for chatting 
and God bless! 

Céline is teaching Mexico city is a place with 20 million people

The japanse language 
club in Mexico.

Jicama 
with chili



tlf. 37 27 41 34 
mob. 90 84 57 90

DO A DTS 
IN NORWAY

WWW.DTS.ORG
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Contact
YWAM Grimerud 
(main location), 

2312 Ottestad, tel. 62 57 43 00, 
e-mail: grimerud@ywam.no  

grimerud.no 
YWAM Borgen,  

9046 Oteren, tel. 77 71 45 62, 
e-mail: info@borgen.ywam.no 

uioborgen.no 
YWAM Nordland, 

Nesveien 11, 8220 Røsvik 
tel. 75 75 15 03 

e-mail: info@uionordland.no  
uionordland.no 

YWAM Ålesund, 
Parkgata 14, 

6003 Ålesund, tel. 70 14 08 41, 
e-mail: info@creativedts.no 

ywamaalesund.no

YWAM Rogaland, 
Postbox 176, 4097 Sola, 

tel. 416 30 428,  
e-mail: info@ywamrogaland.no 

uiorogaland.no 
YWAM Kristiansand, 

Skjærgårdsheimen, 
4625 Flekkerøy, tel. 38 10 68 70, 

e-mail: post@heimen.org  
www.heimen.org 
YWAM Skien, 

Kongensgt. 1, 3717 Skien, 
tel. 404 10 202,   

e-mail: info@uioskien.no 
ywamskien.com 
YWAM Oslo, 

Holbergsplass 4, 0166 Oslo, 
tel. 977 47 833, 

e-mail: info@ywamoslo.no www.
ywamoslo.no 

YWAM Bergen, 
Løbergsveien 73 B, 

 5055 Bergen,  
e-mail: post@uiobergen.no 

uiobergen.no 
YWAM Namdalen, 

Drageidet, 7977 Høylandet, 
e-mail: info@uionamdalen.no 

YWAM in Molde 
Elvegata 7, 6413 Molde 

www.facebook.com/ywam.no 
ywammolde@gmail.com 
YWAM in Trondheim 

Osloveien 25 Trondheim,  
www.facebook.com/
disippeltrondheim 
YWAM in Sogn 

Ortnevik 133, 5962 BJORDAL 
facebook.com/Sognkloster 

sognkloster@gmail.com 

Hedemarken friskole 
2345 Ådalsbruk,  
tel. 62 54 74 00,  

e-mail: post@friskolen.no 
www.friskolen.no

Grimerud Barnehage, 
Grimerudvegen 71, 2312 

Ottestad, tel. 410 63 640,  
e-mail: barnehagen@ywam.no  

Bekkelaget Barnehage, 
Nyvegen 11a, 2312 Ottestad,  

tel. 402 36 552,  
e-mail: maily.reinemo@ywam.no

Familiefokus 
Geir Edvin og Nina Frøen 

Familyfokus has people who 
are available for those needing 

marriage counselling, follow-
up or information about local 
weekends for couples. Please 
contact us on 408 52 217 or 
familie@ywam.no for details 

about contacts in your region. 
For more info (in Norwegian) see 

www.familiefokus.no

Hjertefokus 
Jorun og Hans Erik Berling 

tel. 470 99 048/454 53 676,  
e-mail: jorunberling@gmail.com 

www.hjertefokus.no

Proklamedia 
Alex og Alina Dragoman 

(publishing directors) 
Grimerudvegen 77, 2312 

Ottestad, 
tel. 62 57 43 43, 

post@proklamedia.no, 
www.proklamedia.no

YWAM Medical  
Ships Norway 

c/o Ungdom i Oppdrag 
Skjærgårdsheimen,  

4625 Flekkerøy

Do you need prayer? 
Contact Anne Marie  
and Ivar I. Eidsheim, 

tel. 56 35 50 63, 
e-mail: bonn@ywam.no

YWAM Norway on the net 
www.ywam.no 

www.twitter.com/
ungdomioppdrag 

www.facebook.com/
ywamnorway

Gifts 
All gifts are tax deductible, 

(please send us your Norwegian 
personal number (11 digits) if this 
applies to you). Account: 3000 

14 69378

Vipps: 505215 

Phone: 62 57 43 00, 
email: partner@ywam.no

YWAM Norway's board 
Aleksander A. Knudsen - Molde 

(leader of the board) 
Andreas Nordli - Stange  
Geir Morten Nilsen - Fjell  
Alv J. Magnus - Stange  

Hanne Braathen - Storfjord 
Kjell Ekman - Porsgrunn 
Tove Kirkebye Poulsen - 

Denmark

YWAM Norway's  
leadership team 

Andreas Nordli, leader. 
Runar Byberg, deputy 

Ann-Helen Sperrud, deputy

OUR WORK 

LOCATIONS IN  NORWAY
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John Wesley Adams
Åndens ild og 
vekkelse
Lær om den samfunns-
gjennomgripende 
vekkelsen på Hebridene. 
Noe av utgangspunk-
tet til denne spesielle 
inngripen av Gud, var 
en gruppe desperate 
troende som inngikk en 

pakt med Gud basert på 2. Krøniker 7,14. Hver 
butikk ble en prekestol, hvert hjerte et alter og 
hvert hjem en helligdom.
Kr. 179,-

Oddvar Søvik
Derfor tror jeg
Som kristne er det viktig 
å vite hva vi tror og 
hvem vi tror på. Men 
det er også nødvendig 
å vite hvorfor vi tror. For 
hvis vi i vårt indre ikke 
er overbevist om at det 
vi tror på er sant, vil vi 
verken ha frimodighet 

eller autoritet til å dele troen med andre. Derfor 
tror jeg vil overbevise deg om at vi ikke har noen 
grunn til å skamme oss over evangeliet! 
Storpocket, kr. 299,-

Andreas Nordli
Når Gud er taus
Av og til mister vi troen og håpet. 
Det er som om Gud er borte. 

Bibelen tegner et gudsbilde som takler smerten som livet kan 
påføre oss, et bilde av Gud som tåler livets realiteter og som 
overlever døden. Dette gudsbilde er som et stort mosaikk. 
Enkeltbiter gir kanskje ikke mening, ja de kan være direkte 
stygge og oppleves verdiløse. Noen brikker mangler kanskje 
også. Men når vi tar noen steg tilbake, kan vi likevel få øye på 
noe av storheten.
Denne boken prøver å sette noen brikker på plass, slik at Gud 
kan bli litt mer synlig.
Derfor er dette en bok om håp.
Innbundet, kr 248,-


