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We are from 0-100 years old. We 
live in over 150 nations. We work 
together as friends in multicultural 
teams and across generations. We 
come together from different Christ
ian traditions to praise God through a 
diversity of expressions.

We are committed to growing in 
our understanding of who Jesus is and 
how he wants us to love and serve 
the people of this world. We like new 
ideas and are happy to let young people 
have a go at them. We believe that God 

wants a living relationship with each 
and every one of us.

We travel a lot. We are touched by 
those who suffer and we want to do 
something about this. It is important 
for us that decisions are made locally. 
We are not here for the money, and are 
happy to live simple lives.

We have experienced that faith in 
Jesus will take you to places you would 
never have dreamed of – to do things 
you could never have imagine – in ways 
that you would never have thought of.

Who is 
Youth with a Mission?
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Andreas Nordli, Leader of 
YWAM Norway 

www.andreasnordli.no 
t @andreasnordli

S everal Christian organiza-
tions and churches have 
experienced a media 
storm this autumn. We 

rarely get so much attention in the 
national media as we have in the 
past few months. The background 
to this is a proposed change in the 
law in Parliament, where repre-
sentatives from the Labour Party 
and Environmental Party suggest a 
banning of so-called gay conversion 
therapy. A documentary in VGTV 
brought the case into the media 
spotlight where, among others, 
the organization “Til Helhet” (To 
wholeness) has received a lot of 
attention. YWAM Norway is one of 
the members of Til Helhet.

This autumn pressure on the 
classical Biblical view of sexuality 
has increased substantially. We have 
to accept that people who don’t 
share our Christian faith will vigor-
ously oppose the very things we 
stand for. We can bear this well of 
course, but it can be demanding.

These developments this autumn 
have given me three questions: 
1. In my experience grassroots 
Christians find it hard to defend 
classical Christian doctrine, in par-
ticular about sexual relationships, 
but also about sin and the possibil-
ity of going to hell.  I hear this es-
pecially from young Christians, who 
say they lack tools, bible knowledge 
and understanding. What can we 
do to help each other?  How can 
we help young people to be more 
deeply rooted in the Bible?
2. More people are joining the 
argument for organizations and 
churches who advocate classical 

Christian theology to be deprived of 
state support. Already the student 
parliaments have on a few universi-
ties removed the Christian Student 
Association’s (Laget) financial sup-
port because of their view on homo-
sexuality. Christian students have 
told me that there is less freedom of 
opinion than before.
The people who lead today’s stu-
dent parliaments are tomorrow’s 
politicians. Does this mean that the 
religious freedom in Norway will 
come under greater pressure in the 
years to come? If so, what does this 
mean for us? How can we present 
our classical theological views in 
the media, so that the gospel can 
be seen to be good news? How can 
we reach position where we are 
proactive and not reactive in the 
public debates?
3. The gospel itself comes with lim-
itations. We read that Jesus is the 
only way to salvation. At Pentecost 
Peter proclaimed that “Salvation is 
found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
What do these limitations mean 
for us when we meet theologies 
that shake the core of the gos-
pel, that advocate other views on 
things like repentance from sin, 
the possibility of eternity in hell, 
and God’s forgiveness?

Are there limits to true christian-
ity? And where are they found? And 
what do these limits mean for us? 
Can we unite around a common 
understanding of such limits?

We in YWAM Norway support 
the classical view on marriage. 
Nevertheless, the pressure on the 

The Biblical perspective and 
gay conversion therapy

Biblical view of marriage 
is only a symptom of a 
deeper question: How do 
we understand the Bible 
and its authority for people 
today? It is therefore more 
important than ever that 
we teach young people to 
read the Bible, to under-
stand the Bible and to live 
according to the Bible.



Short news

PRAYER CONFERENCE 
Next year’s prayer conference at Grimerud will take 
place February 20-23. The theme is «Speak, Lord 
– Your family is listening». The last years’ confer-
ences have been filled to the brim, and we hope to 
"burst the base" one more time. Regi stration and 
other relevant information can be found at https://
www.checkin.no/event/20880/sammen-for-hans-
ansikt-2020

«GOLD FROM THE ARCHIVE»
In the 70s and 80s, YWAM Norway had a well-
equipped private TV studio at Grimerud. Here we 
produced many movies, documentaries and TV 
series. Lidvard Andreassen who was part of this, 
now leads the work of digitizing the old tapes. 
"Kanal 10" has already started broadcasting some 
of the old programs under the name «Gull fra 
arkivet» (Gold from the Archive). During 2020, 
these programs will be made available on one of 
the YWAM Norway websites. 

PODCAST  
FROM YWAM 
Finally, there will be YWAM 
podcasts available. During the 
winter of 2020, YWAM is launch-
ing a new website with several 
podcasts. Different people from 
YWAM will have their own plat-
forms to speak on different topics 
and there will also be news about 
YWAM Norway. The first podcast 
to be started is by YWAM Nor-
way's deputy leader, Ann-Helen 
Sperrud. There will also be teach-
ings from different conferences 
and schools. Stay tuned! 

FAMILY CAMPS 
Between 1,200 and 1,400 people 
have come to YWAM’s family 
camps in the last few summers. 
We expect the same numbers this 
summer. Dates and locations will 
be made availabe after the new 
year at www.familiefokus.no 

ÅLESUND TURNED 25 
YWAM’s work in Ålesund started 1994. Kalle and Liv 
Skårbrevik then led what was called “Vestlands-
teamet”, a traveling team focused on evangelism 
and encouraging Christian youth on the west coast. 
The short-term team turned into a long-term team 
and the first Creative DTS started Fall 1998 with 
Ragnhild and Jan Huse as leaders. Since then, 
hundreds of youth have taken their DTS in Ålesund 
and teams have gone all over the world. In October, 
YWAM Ålesund celebrated their 25-year anniver-
sary at their new location in Ålesund Bedehus.

INSPIRATION FOR 
TEACHERS
Are you a teacher, assistant, or 
community worker at a school 
or preschool? At our teacher's 
weekend you can get a practical 
link between faith and workplace, 
hands-on teaching from other 
teachers with different back-
grounds. The weekend will be at 
Grimerud from 31 January til 2 Feb-
ruary. More info at: https://www.
grimerud.no/events/pedagoghelg
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EDITOR
ANDREAS SÆTHER 

Is 21 years, living 
in Oslo. From 
Hommersåk, 
Sandnes. Did 

Backpack-DTS in 
Rogaland in 2018. 

Staff at YWAM Oslo 
and studies at the 

College of Leadership 
and Theology.

R ecently I read about a doctor-
al thesis from the University 
of Oslo, which claimed that 
job applicants who had been 

involved in Christian organizations 
had a smaller chance of being given an 
interview. This concerns me. I too am 
involved in a Christian organization – 
does that mean that I am less attractive 
on the job market?

In YWAM, we champion young lead-
ers; we give them responsibility and 
ownership. In our foundational values 
we read: “YWAM is called to cham-
pion youth. We believe God has gifted 
and called young people to spearhead 
vision and ministry. We are committed 
to value them, trust them, train them, 
support them, make space for them 
and release them. They are not only 
the Church of the future; they are the 
Church of today. We commit to follow 
where they lead, in the will of God.”

We can often talk about calling, and 
here I believe we are called to reach 
all people groups. However, I believe 
in a God who calls people BOTH to 
missions and to the ”ordinary” work-
ing life. It’s this last group that we can 
easily forget we also have a call to. Is it 
problematic for my employer if I think 
God has called me to the workplace? 

That I have a deeper motivation than 
just good pay and a good pension? 
When did Christian faith begin to be a 
problem in working life?

By being YWAM staff and editor of Mot 
Målet I have personally experienced 
steep learning curves. But because I 
have leaders who allow room for mis-
takes, and because we carry each other, 
there is also much room for learning. 
I believe that the job market will miss 
out on a lot of solid leaders who have 
been “believed in, developed and sup-
ported” from a young age. I count it a 
privilege to have leaders who mirror a 
servant attitude, and who give room for 
others to grow.

This is my first autumn as editor of 
Mot Målet, and I was given room to 
lead even without an MA in journalism. 
In this room I gained a lot of experienc-
es, from new challenges, from making 
mistakes, but it also gave me a sense of 
achievement. In my opinion this expe-
rience is at least as relevant as my BA 
which I will finish next autumn.

The situation described by the doctoral 
thesis worries me – the job market 
could miss out on visionary and en-
gaged leaders.

I believe in young leaders
 - greetings from a young leader
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I was sitting in the pas-
senger seat next to the 
driver Omboo, when he 
turned off the paved 
main road out of the city 
of Erdenet and drove 
out on the steppe.
We were going to visit some Mongo-
lians who live in tents they call Ger. A 
third of the Mongolians live that way. 
Two or three times a year, they pack up 
and move their homes and livestock in 
search of pastures. Mongolia has three 
million inhabitants and four million 
horses. It is the 19th largest country 
in terms of area and is landlocked 
between Russia and China.

Entering the tent, we walked to the 
left, according to custom, and sat down 
on a bench and stool after the usual 
greetings. Then they served us pieces 
of dried yoghurt and tea brewed with 

milk and salt.
We were there to offer them a Bible. 

This year, our mission aimed to offer the 
Word of God to all households in Mongo-
lia, either as a physical Bible or on an SD 
card for smartphones (an estimated 90% 
of the youth own a smartphone) with 
the entire Bible text, the Jesus film and 
Mongolian worship music.

We were the 60th team this summer. 
Who are we? Some old pioneers: Ella 
and Ivar Dahle, Øyvind and Hilde Kar-
ine Hæreid, as well as Margareta and I.

In the aforementioned tent, I got 
to pray for salvation together with an 
elderly couple after having explained 
the gospel to them! When I asked if 
they wanted this Jesus that I had told 
them about, the wife was the first to 
say yes. Firmly, she accepted Jesus. The 
husband followed. They were both 86 
years old.

None of us had ever experienced 
an openness like we saw in Mongolia. 

REPORT
ALV MAGNUS 

Married to Margareta, 
three children and 
nine grandchildren. 
Has for many years 
been the national 
leader for YWAM 

Norway. Did his DTS 
in Hawaii in 1973. 

Comes with his new 
book about Hans 
Nilsen Hauge in 
January 2020.

Bless Mongolia 2019
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Margareta and I walked from door to 
door, and all but two people accepted 
what we had to offer. Our faithful 
driver and translator Omboo went with 
us every day and made it possible for 
us to share the gospel. The team also 
prayed for the sick. Øyvind and Hilde 
Karine took the lead and almost every-
one we prayed for experienced healing 
for which had bothered them.

It was a special experience to be in a 
nation where the church is not yet thirty 
years old. From Grimerud, we sent large 
youth teams to Mongolia both in 1992, 
when the country gained their indepen-
dence after the fall of the Soviet Union, 
and in 1993. That year, our team helped 
a young Swedish couple in their early 
twenties move to Erdenet, a mining 
town in the north of Mongolia. The first 
to be saved were a group of fourteen-
year-old girls. They, along with the first 
boys to be saved, are now in their forties 
and lead the local team and pastor new 

churches. It is currently estimated that 
there are about 600 churches and between 
40,000 and 60,000 Christians in the nation.

We are both excited for and impressed 
by the local Mongolian staff. Today, they 
have 4 centers and a total of 70 staff 
members. They have planted 26 churches 
in several provinces and have sent out 68 
missionaries to other countries. They are 
all first-generation Christians and have 
no role models in the form of older, more 
experienced believers. I was asked to teach 
in their mission center, which had started 
in tents but is now located in a beautiful 
house that they had built with their own 
hands. 

The days were filled with house visits. 
Everyone in Mongolia is given about750 
m2 of land from the government to build 
themselves a home. When the plot is 
fenced in, it is theirs and they can start 
building a house. Most of the people we 
visited were poor, and the houses are 
small, with an outdoor toilet and large 
barking dogs behind the fences. Fortu-
nately for us, they are on a leash. Some-
times we were invited in and got to pray 
for and bless those present – often several 
generations in one and the same room. 

At night, we were together as a team 
and prayed for the people we had met, for 
the country, and for Norway. Every day 
we rejoiced over the unity in the team and 
the kindness we met everywhere. Being 70 
years old with grey hair was no disad-
vantage. Quite the opposite. Age was an 
advantage, having lived longer than most 
of the people we met and probably having 
more life experience, which they might 
benefit from. Elders are respected and 
looked up to in that culture!

This summer, a total of 70 teams from 
30 different nations have visited Mongolia. 
Continuing the ministry is also planned 
for the next three years. ~

YWAM international has the am-
bition to offer a bible to all homes 
in Mongolia within 2022. 
 PHOTO: PXHERE/BERNDTHALER
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«The first evening we got to a town-
house with four individual units . 
People in all four of them were excited 
and told us they had all been wondering 
how to get a Bible just as we knocked 
on the door. They said thank you, shook 
our hands and received their gift.»

«I’ve had several good experiences. The best 
one was a house where a father opened the 
door. We introduced ourselves and said that 
we would like to give him a free Bible. The 
daughter, who had been standing in the 
back, snuck in front of her dad to receive it 
and asked him excitedly if they could have 
one. It was so obvious that she wanted the 
gift. When they got the bag and I added that 
there was a Sunday school CD in there, she 
got even more excited.»

«At one house, the woman who opened the 
door looked at us hesitantly as we introduced 
ourselves and told her we wanted to give 
her a gift. I expected a polite no, but instead 
she shrugged and said “Sure, why not?”. 
When she held the Bible in her hands, her 
face lit up. Her indifference had changed into 
gratefulness.»

The Mission 19 con-
ference from Novem-
ber 8-10 was a clear 
highlight this Fall. The 
theme for this year’s 
conference was “Lord 
of the Harvest.”
This was the eighth annual confer-
ence and was arranged by YWAM in 
Bergen, Kristkirken, Misjonskirken, 
Pioneerkirken, and INFLUX.

After the conference, I was left with 
a sense that people were met by God 
and that what happened during the 
conference had an impact on those 
who attended.

Calling
The weekend’s main speakers were 
Amy Ward, from YWAM Kona, and 
Runar Byberg, the deputy leader of 
YWAM Norway. On Friday evening 
Amy shared a timely message about 
taking responsibility for the call that 
God has given each person. She also 
shared about what can happen when 
we stop living under fear but instead 
live from a place of revelation of how 

 PHOTO: PHLIP DOSA

in Troms and 
    Hedmark

Since it's beginning in 2014, the Bible 
to All initiative in Norway has offered 191,700 
homes a bible. This fall, every home in the mu-
nicipalities of Dyrøy (Troms), Stange (Hedmark), 
and Stor-Elvdal (Hedmark) have been visited.

Here are three stories from the distribution: 
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loved we are by God. This love drives 
out all fear, and frees us from every-
thing that is holding us back.

Mercy
Runar Byberg spoke about mercy. By 
following Jesus people get an abun-
dance of the love that God freely 
gives, which will result in them loving 
their neighbors. Runar’s message was 
about going out. We cannot just hold 
on to what we have experienced. The 
gospel must reach those that have not 
yet heard it. The meetings were the 
highlights of the conference, but the 
weekend was about more than just 
meetings. On Saturday morning, there 
were practical seminars about taking 
steps in faith.

Across churches
One of the dreams behind the Mission 
conferences has always been to gather 
people from many different congrega-
tions. For this reason, we have decided 
to invite even more to next year’s 
conference. To share our vision for the 
conference, we gathered leaders from 
many congregations this year and as a 
result, the organizing group will likely 

include eight churches next year.

Mission trips
A missions conference cannot just be 
about missions, but there must also 
be concrete steps for action. All of the 
different churches will, therefore, ar-
range mission trips next year to places 
such as Iraq, Sweden, and Senegal, as 
well as local trips around the western 
region of Norway.

Bergen
Bergen has a call to be a missionary-
sending city. Next year’s conference 
is already planned, and the theme 
will be “The Legacy of Marie Mon-
sen.” She was the young woman who 
helped release revival in China. With 
this theme, we wish to see young 
people meet God, which we hope 
will cause them to give everything to 
make His name known.

I have great expectations for what 
will come out of next year’s confer-
ence. We have already heard many 
testimonies from people that experi-
enced a call to missions, so it will be 
exciting to see what will happen in 
the next months! ~

Mission19- 
conference

The Mission19-The Mission19-
conference was held in conference was held in 
Kristkirken in Bergen.Kristkirken in Bergen.
  PHOTO: PRIVATEPHOTO: PRIVATE

REPORT
GERD VÅRIN 
EMMERHOFF 

Is 21 year, has grown 
up in Kazakhstan and 
lives now in Bergen. 

She is a teacher-
student and part 

of Disippel Berg en. 
She did her DTS in 

Ålesund in 2017
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From the fall of 2019, 
staff and missionaries 
in YWAM can combine 
work with studies at 
the Norwegian School 
of Leadership and The-
ology (HLT).
This fall, YWAM started a collabora-
tion with the Norwegian School of 
Leadership and Theology (HLT), 
making it possible for YWAM staff to 
study at HLT. 

Through this collaboration, staff will 
be able to follow an adapted study pro-
gram where they in three or more years 
can get a bachelor’s degree. The pro-
gram is a part of HLT’s ordinary study 
program but is adapted especially for 
YWAM workers. For example, working 
hours in YWAM will be a part of the 
program’s practical part. In addition, 
some courses that are offered through 
YWAM’s international educational 
institution, University of the Nations, 

will qualify for exemption from parts of 
the bachelor’s program. Some teaching 
will also be integrated in YWAM’s lead-
ership development program. 

“Through this collaboration, our work-
ers will be able to increase their com-
petence. In addition, they will receive 
formal qualification for the practical 
work they carry out as volunteers in 
YWAM. Thus, we are very pleased 
with this collaboration,” says Andreas 
Nordli. “Many in YWAM have broad 
hands-on experience, but due to how 
we are organized, very few have the 
formal qualifications. This collabora-
tion will change this, and we believe 
this will make working in YWAM more 
attractive for young people, as they 
will after three years be able to get a 
bachelor’s degree.”

“We are very pleased with this 
cooperation agreement with YWAM. 
Our vision as a college is to enable 
people to minister within church, 
school and community. Therefore, this 

YWAM enters into 
collaboration with HLT

PHOTO: ADINE SCHWEIZER
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collaboration fits right in with our way 
of thinking,” says Arne Mella. “HLT 
has a vision of combining academic 
knowledge with the power of the spirit, 
we believe that YWAM workers will 
contribute with their engagement, 
mission-focus and add greater breadth 
to our programs. Our contribution 
will be to offer practical and relevant 
studies that are adapted to people in 
active ministry.” 

HLT is a private Christian college at 
Stabekk, near Oslo, Norway, owned by 
the Norwegian Baptist Union and the 
Pentecostal Movement in Norway, and 
celebrates its 10-year anniversary this 
year. They offer BA programs in Theol-
ogy and Leadership (also in English) 
and Religion and Community. The 
MA program is offered in collabora-
tion with Ansgar University College 
and Theological Seminary and Örebro 
School of Theology. Today, they have 
approximately 280 students and 31 
faculty members.  ~

Oda Sund
Staff at YWAM Oslo and 
student at HLT

Why did you choose 
to study at HLT?
I wanted to get some academic input into 
my job as DTS leader. In addition, I got the 
impression that the school gives room for 
spiritual and personal growth, while offer-
ing professional excellence.

How is it to combine YWAM and 
The Norwegian School of Lead-
ership and Theology?
Personally, I’ve found it great to combine 
my job with what I’m studying. In this way 
I get many reference points for my know-
ledge, and get to use them practically.

What is the best about doing 
your practical part  in YWAM?
It gives good opportunities to focus on 
those areas you want to grow in. In addi-
tion, you are challenged and get follow-up 
from a self-chosen mentor and a placement 
supervisor in the subject.

 PHOTO: PXHERE
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It is with a great sense 
of thankfulness to God 
that the Divine Plumb-
line ministry can look 
back on 30 years of 
ministry in Norway.
It all started with the course “Health 
for health care workers: Biblical 
Perspectives” in 1990. Marit and Eilif 
Haaland had been taught by Dr. Bruce 
and Barbara Thompson while on their 
DTS in Canada in 1987.  The teaching 
was about how the human personality 
is built up, and God’s thoughts on how 
we can grow and mature into the image 
of God that we are created for.

This teaching led to a paradigm shift 
in their lives, and they felt that they 
should pass this teaching on to people 
with the same professional background 
in Norway. After some time, there were 
a lot of people from other occupa-
tional backgrounds who also desired to 
participate in the teaching, and so the 
course was opened up for everyone.

Dr. Bruce & Barbara came to Haugen 
Hotel in Geilo every year until 2005. 
Since then, several people in Norway 

have developed the teaching, and the 
ministry has steadily increased so that 
today between five and seven courses 
are held every year. The course changed 
its name to “The Divine Plumbline” 
(“Hjertefokus”) and has been a national 
ministry of YWAM Norway since 2004.

Over the last thirty years about 6,000 
people have been on a Divine Plum-
bline course. If we think of people who 
have been indirectly affected by the 
course through different relationships, 
then we’re talking about a lot more 
people. We regularly get feedback from 
people about what this has meant to 
them, for example “this course was a 
turning point in my life!” During the 
last few years, other Christian organ-
isations in Norway have got involved 
in the concept and some have included 
the teaching in their Bible schools.

The Divine Plumbline couldn’t operate 
without good co-workers. Today there 
are between 70 and 80 people involved 
in the ministry in different ways, and 
we are very thankful for them. Most 
of all, however, we are so grateful to 
our Heavenly Father who gives us the 
privilege to serve in this ministry!  ~

Eilif and Marit Haaland 
started The Divine 
Plumbline in Norway 
thirty years ago.
 PHOTO: ADAM HALSALL

ANNIVER-
SARY

Jorunn & Hans Erik 
Berling, and Marit 

Opøien 
The Divine Plumbline 
Steering Committee

Welcome to the 
Divine Plumbline! The 
next opportunity to 
join a course is in 

February 2020. For 
more info go to: 

www.hjertefokus.no

The Divine 
Plumbline is 
30 years old!



13

TRIPS THIS SUMMER 
25th June – 8th July 2020 

Teams to: Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Latvia and Moldova (Love Europe). 

For more info go to: 
www.familiefokus.no/family-adventures

YWAM believes that 
families and missions 
go together. This 
summer your fam-
ily can get a taste 
of missions through 
Family Adventures!

Family Adventures organises life-
changing experiences, where God can 
work in people’s lives, and families 
working together can make Jesus 
known in Europe. The mission trip 
starts with a training camp for the 
whole family in Norway. This summer 
the training will be part of the GOFest, 
YWAM Norway’s summer festival. 
Families will be able to participate 
in the festival but also have practical 
teaching that will prepare them for 
the mission trips. These trips go to a 
country in Europe for ten days.

Our main aim is to make Jesus known 
in Europe. The teams will work closely 
with local churches or mission projects 
in the nations they go to. The goal is 
that the mission trip will not just be 
a tool for Norwegian families to serve 
God, but most of all that there will be 
fruit for eternity in the countries the 
teams visit.

Family Adventures facilitates family-
friendly, but at the same time challeng-
ing, mission experiences for the whole 
family. The purpose is that families will 
experience God’s heart for all nations; 
we Christians are blessed in order to be 
a blessing to others. Our hope is that 
families will learn something they can 
take home and use in daily life, both in 
church and in their local area.

Ellen and John Goldie,
leaders of Family Adventures,

a ministry of Family Focus.

SUMMER
JOHN GOLDIE 

Is 52 years, from 
Glasgow in Great 
Brittain. Married 
to Ellen, has four 
children. Works in 

Familyfokus and at 
Hedemarken Friskole. 

Did his DTS in 
Scotland in 1991.

Mission trips 
for families

In the summer of 2020 
YWAM Norway will 
offer mission trips for 
families.  PHOTO: PRIVATE
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Kirk Franklin, the leader 
of Wycliffe Global Al-
liance (WGA), taught 
during a YWAM Norway 
leadership meeting in 
November. He chal-
lenged us to expand 
our work and also to 
collaborate further.

In the last five years there has been 
a big focus on the Bible in YWAM 
Norway. We’ve got more bible schools 
in our centers, "Bibelkveld" (Bible 
evening) has spread to more cities, and 
we’ve visited 191,700 homes to offer 
them a free bible. Our founder Loren 
Cunningham is now devoting all of his 
time to end bible poverty, and this is 
one of the tasks we believe God has 
spoken to us about too. Bible transla-

tion is one of the most important ways 
of completing this task. It was there-
fore a great honour to have global mis-
sion leader Kirk Franklin visit us, in his 
role as leader for the umbrella organ-
isation for Bible translation, WGA.

Changes in Bible translation
Kirk is a missiologist and grew up 
as a missionary kid in Papua New 
Guinea. He has led WGA for the past 
twelve years. WGA has undergone a 
transformation from being a Western 
organisation to becoming a global 
movement, in which organisations 
and churches in the Global South have 
found their rightful place. “There are 
lots of changes taking place within 
Bible translation” says Kirk. He empha-
sises that the world today has become 
easier to reach, as now one can travel 
to almost any place on the face of the 
earth in one or two days. Technology 

United for Bible 
translation

REPORT
 GEIR EDVIN FRØEN 
(41) Lives in Stange 
with his wife and 
three children. 

He did his DTS in 
Skien in 1997 and is 
now the leader for 

Familiefokus.
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makes the work of translation much 
faster and there is a much greater focus 
on translating the whole Bible, not just 
the New Testament. There is also a 
greater focus on oral Bible translations, 
for language groups that do not have, 
or want, a written language.

Vision 2025
At the end of the 1990s, leaders of 
Wycliffe met with other missions lead-
ers, and Vision 2025 was birthed. This 
is a vision that by 2025 all languages 
that need a Bible translation, will have 
Bible translation started. “As of today, 
there are about 2115 languages where 
there is no Bible translation project 
under way,” says Kirk. “This vision has 
challenged us to think bigger and in 
new ways about Bible translation,” he 
continues. “We at Wycliffe can’t get the 
task done alone. We need partnerships, 
and YWAM can be one such partner.”

YWAMers are now involved, particu-
larly in the area of oral Bible transla-
tions in the Pacific and West Africa. 
The UofN, YWAM’s university, also 
offers courses in Bible translation.

From translation to  
social change
Kirk Franklin believes that the Bible 
will be translated into every language 
by 2033 or 2040. “But let’s not be 
preoccupied with the numbers. They 
do give us a good indication that 
something is happening, and that God 
is doing something these days. But our 
dream isn’t just that everyone will have 
a Bible in their mother tongue, rather 
it is that the Word of God will change 
them and the society they live in. It’s in 
this area that YWAM has a lot of expe-
rience and skill, something we need to 
learn from,” he concludes. ~

WYCLIFFE NORWAY 
Wycliffe Norway is a 

cross-denominational 
Norwegian missions 

organisation 
affiliated to WGA. 
Wycliffe wants to 

see individuals, local 
communities and 

nations transformed 
by God’s love and 
to see God’s Word 
translated into the 

language and culture 
of the people. At 

present they have 17 
missionaries working 

in 20 different 
languages. For more 

info about what 
Wycliffe do and how 
you can be involved 

go to: www.wycliffe.no

Kirk Franklin (left) is leading Kirk Franklin (left) is leading 
Wycliffe Global Alliance. Here Wycliffe Global Alliance. Here 
he is at YWAM Grimerud he is at YWAM Grimerud 
together with Agnes Lid, leader together with Agnes Lid, leader 
for Wycliffe Norway. for Wycliffe Norway. 
  PHOTO: NATASHA DOSAPHOTO: NATASHA DOSA
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BELT: A partnership 
between YWAM and 
Wycliffe

REPORT
ANNA WAGNER 
(37) is currently 

studying in Malmö, 
Sweden, where 

she lives with her 
husband Hobbes 
and two children. 

She did her DTS in 
2001 in England. 

 PHOTO: YWAMBELT

For more information 
visit: ywambelt.org

Wycliffe are experts in 
their field of Bible trans-
lation and without their 
work, far fewer people 
around the world would 
have access to experi-
encing God in the pag-
es of the Bible.

At the same time, we know that 
translation itself, or owning a physi-
cal Bible is not enough to meet God 
on its pages. 

That’s why, since 1995, YWAM 
has partnered with Wycliffe and local 
leaders all over the world for a project 
called BELT (Biblical Education and 
Leadership Training) which honors 
each side of this: Wycliffe works hard 
and long with the delicate task of trans-
lation, BELT teams travel to teach short 
seminars that equip leaders and pastors 
to understand and use of their new 
translations, the local leaders organize 

and multiply the transformation that 
Bible translation and BELT seminars 
bring. Since the program’s creation, 
Wycliffe’s scripture engagement field 
has grown, though BELT and Wycliffe 
remain separate organizations in dy-
namic partnership.

With invitations from around the 
world for BELT seminars, there is a 
large need for the creation, training, 
and sending of new BELT teams.

As of today, there have been 270 
seminars held in 37 nations. YWAM 
Norway trains BELT teams through 
the Bible School for the Nations (BSN) 
and has sent teams to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), Fiji.

Dr. Bettina Gottschlich-Modibale 
from SIL, the field arm of Wycliffe 
in the DRC, speaks of the powerful 
partnership saying: “This BELT project 
… I believe is going to transform the 
Congo.” The earlier international 
president of Wycliffe David Cummings 
encouraged this partnership and speaks 
of it in similar ways.  ~
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Daniel

Who are you? Randi (31) 
and Jan Oskar Alnes (32). We are 
married and live on Alnes outside 
Ålesund. In the Fall, we became 
base leaders at YWAM Ålesund. 
We are also engaged in YWAM 
Norway’s Medical Ships work 
in Papua New Guinea where 
we have served as a nurse and 
captain since 2015.

Wy did you say yes 
to this position? “There 

was a clear road before us with YWAM 
in Ålesund. At the same time, we were 

excited to get the opportunity to shape 
the future of YWAM’s work in the city 
and region. 

What are you dreaming of? 
“We want the base to be a blessing for 
our city. YWAM Ålesund is a creative 
center and we dream of seeing Chris-
tian artists flourish and inspire many 
people to follow Jesus. We also dream 
of helping Papua New Guinea achieve 
their goals of raising the quality of live 
for each individual in their nation.”

Who are you? My name is 
Daniel Kapelrud and I am 21 

years old. I work in the creative 
communication team at Grime-
rud where I help to make videos. 
I also work with the mobiliza-
tion team which travels around 
Norway, primarily to glorify God’s 
name. In addition, we also try to 
help guide people we meet into 
their calling. 

It is great to be staff at Gri-It is great to be staff at Gri-
merud. It is a place where I can merud. It is a place where I can 
grow in many different areas in grow in many different areas in 

my life. The fellowship here is also my life. The fellowship here is also 
amazing, as Grimerud is filled with amazing, as Grimerud is filled with 
good-hearted people.good-hearted people.

What are you passionate 
about? One thing God has One thing God has 
really laid on my heart recently is really laid on my heart recently is 
to see a to see a changed Norway. I have 
a dream to see many youth step 
into their calling. God has a plan 
for Norway and He wants to raise 
up young people as a part of that!

Jan and 
Randi

A changed Norway 
and the gospel to 
all peoples We are grateful for the nor-

wegians that want to see a 
change happen i their own 

country. Here we present Jan and 
Randi Alnes, the new centre lead-
ers at YWAM Ålesund, and Daniel 
Kapelrud, who whishes to call more 
of his countrymen into missions

 PHOTO: FLICKR CC/GRAHAM LEWIS
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“Once a YWAMer, al-
ways a YWAMer.” This 
is something I hear 
fairly often, but is it re-
ally true? Has the time 
I spent in YWAM made 
me a life-long disciple? 
What is it about YWAM 
that I want to take with 
me later in life?
In 2012 I chose to go to Paris. What 
could be better than combining the 
“art, food and French” DTS, living 
in Paris, and learning about life with 
Jesus? I thought it was a good deal. 
Before the DTS I was actually quite far 
away from God, but I started the DTS 
with an open mind. I was ready to lis-
ten if God had something smart to say 
to me. Surprisingly enough, there was 
an incredible number of things which 

I hadn’t heard before, even though 
I had grown up going to church and 
youth groups! Through the DTS, God 
changed my life and the way I viewed 
Him, the church and the lifestyle that 
Christians are called to live. After being 
led by God through prayer, I remained 
on staff for four years, without really 
understanding the importance of it. 
YWAM life in the city became a rhythm 
which I think will mark me for life. Just 
what was it we did in YWAM that I’ve 
taken with me?

I come from a culture and attitude that 
values independence a lot. I wanted 
to solve my challenges alone. I still 
remember the moment when I realised 
how important fellowship is. Sharing 
with others, relying on others, and 
holding each other accountable. What 
a gift! I’ve incorporated this into my 
life and so now I live in a discipleship 
community where we are intentional 

We want to highlight how a per-
son's time with YWAM can be 
relevant for daily life afterwards. 
Here you will meet someone 
that tells of what their time in 
YWAM has meant for her.

ESSAY
ANA C. HEGÉN 

Is 30 years, from 
Kristiansand. Living 

and studying in Oslo. 
Active in the YWAM-
environment there. 
Did her DTS in Paris 
in 2012 where she 
has been staff for 

five years.

A disciple's life 
as a foundation
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in our relationships. It’s great to live 
with three other girls with whom I 
can share both victories and defeats. I 
quickly committed myself to a church 
and became active in their ministry. 
The reason I chose this was in order to 
be part of a bigger community, with a 
greater vision: to show compassion for 
the city and for those around us, just as 
we did in Paris.

Most important, and perhaps most 
difficult of all, is the time I spend alone 
with God. Since I was a child I kept a 
diary, or journal. However, with God 
this got a new dimension. I start to 
write down what I think He says to me, 
and then I work on and process it. This 
has become important for me in many 
ways. First and foremost, I have lots of 
written evidence of prayer answers! I 
also see His continuous transformation 
of me in several areas of life, and other 
areas that I still need to work on!

It hasn’t been so easy to transition 
from a life where almost everything 
was about God, to a life where studies 
take a lot of focus. You are continu-
ally surrounded by many secular ideas. 
But I do think God has a plan for my 
studying. By doing a good job with 
what I’ve been given, both in studies 
and in work, I honour Him. I hope that 
God’s light can shine through me to 
those around me, when I use my gifts. 
Although I’m a full-time student trying 
to make the days work out with all I 
“ought” to and want to do. It’s my life 
as a disciple that lays the foundation 
for my priorities and rhythms. The 
most important thing I have received 
from YWAM is the desire to live with 
Jesus in all that I do, and actively invest 
time in this relationship. I believe that 
other relationships and priorities are 
vitalised as a result. ~

Ana C. Hegén writes about her 
experiences from her time in 
YWAM Paris. FOTO: PXHERE
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A chat 
with Tone
J: Hi, Tone! Are you busy?

T: Hello, Jorunn      Well, I am on 
outreach at the moment, but I suppose 
I can take some time to talk. 

J: Thanks! If I’d asked you six years 
ago, if you wanted to become a mission-
ary, what would you have answered?

T: Probably “no”      . A part of me 
was kind of curious about the mission-
ary life, but I didn’t think I was good 
enough. I’m glad I followed God’s plan 
and not mine, and I am grateful for the 
opportunity He has given me. Now I 
can do what I love every day.

J: And what exactly is it that you’re 
doing?

T: I’ve started my fourth year as staff at 
the YWAM Cebu base in the Philippines, 
and I am thriving! From the beginning I 
have been involved with the DTS where 
the focus is on the students and the 
activities we got for them. The DTS I did 
myself meant so much for me, so I want 
to be a support for the students in their 
walk with Jesus. At the moment I’m co-
leading a Sports-DTS outreach.

J: Being a DTS-staff is so important!  
What do you do when you’re not work-
ing with the DTS?

T: Quite a few things. Cooking, wash-
ing the dogs, taking out the trash, 
joining different ministries we have as 
a base, etc. We always have some kind 
of project going on      .

J: Do you have an example? 

T: In December we have the biggest 
project we run every year. In the Philip-
pines, the Catholic Church is very 
eminent and they often have “Fiesta” 
where they celebrate different saints. 
That is why we as a base run our own 
“Jesus Fiesta”, where we celebrate 
our King Jesus! We invite all the kids, 
youth and grownups from our differ-
ent ministry locations to a party with 
worship, games, the Word of God and 
food. We gather over 1,000 people in a 
big gym hall. So much fun! 

J: Sounds wonderful! Speaking about 
Christmas time, are you going to Norway 
or are you staying in the Philippines?

T: I’m going home. It's been two years 

TONE HADDELAND 
is 23 years old and 
grew up on Klepp in 

the area of Jæren on 
the west coast  

of Norway.

After graduating high 
school in 2015, she 
planned on doing a 

DTS on Hawaii before 
moving back for 
studies in Oslo.

 During her DTS the 
plan changed. When 
the school was done, 
several opportunities 
arose. She had been 

to the Philippines 
during her DTS and 

she now felt that that 
was where she was 

supposed to go.

And so she went in 
September 2016—and 
has not yet returned.

Together with her team Together with her team 
Tone had a powerful Tone had a powerful 
time of prayer from this time of prayer from this 
mountainside. They mountainside. They 
sang and prayed for the sang and prayed for the 
people in Bontoc on  people in Bontoc on  
the Philippines the Philippines 
  ALL PHOTOS: PRIVATEALL PHOTOS: PRIVATE
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since I was last in Norway, so it’s going 
to be great to see friends and family 
again! I love them very much. It’s not al-
ways easy to be so far away from family 
and friends, but I trust that God is with 
them and takes good care of them. 

J: Two years is a pretty long time! I 
guess it’s going to be nice to come 
home for Christmas. Have you 
managed to adapt to the culture  
down there? 

T: The culture here in the Philippines 
is quite different than in Norway. The 
first months I lived here were the hard-
est. There were times I just wanted to 
quit and go home, but as a person I 
don’t quit so easily. I gave some time 
for God to show me why I was here. He 
was with me through the hard times, 
and now I am happy I didn’t give up, 
since I can’t imagine something other 
than being here and serving God! After 
the rough start I decided to explore this 
culture and make it my own. But of 
course, I still miss Mom’s homemade 
pancakes, Granny’s potato ball and 
Dad’s porridge      .

J: Hehe, that’s understandable      
What about the language? 

T: That is probably the most challeng-
ing thing about living here. It’s ok to 
communicate in English, but to be able 
to understand and talk their language 
would be better. I want to take part in 
deeper conversations with teenagers 

and people from my own generation. 
Even after three years it is taking time 
for me to learn a totally new language. 
But I haven’t lost hope and I believe 
that God will help me learn the lan-
guage day by day. 

J: Totally.      You are on outreach now, 
right? Is anything exciting happening? 

T: We’ve been north in the Philip-
pines visiting a place called Bontoc, 
Mountain Province. One day we went 
up the hillside to overlook the place. 
We felt urged to use some time in 
prayer and worship there. That was 
a moving moment. As we prayed and 
worshiped in our mother tongues, I 
couldn’t hold my tears back when I 
started singing the Norwegian bless-
ing song over the people. 

J: Fantastic      I guess you’ve got to 
move on. But before you leave, do you 
have a tip to anyone who is thinking 
about becoming a missionary? 

T: My most important advice is to 
listen to God. If there is something 
inside of you that longs to reach out 
to people, inside or outside of Norway, 
ask God what his thoughts are. Trust 
me – you want him on your team! Now 
I got to go. Bye. 

J: Thanks a lot. Have a great  
outreach and good luck with the  
Fiesta in December! 

Right: Tone had 
originally planned to 
start studying in Oslo. 
Instead she left for the 
Philippines to be staff 
at YWAM Cebu, some-
thing she loves being.

Left: Tone is in the 
Philipines at the mo-
ment, where she is lead-
ing the Sports-DTS. 
Here she trains a local 
volleybal team.

INTERVIEW
JORUNN  

VALBØ TRAN 
(27) from Sykkylven, 
Norway. Married to 

Philip, living and 
studying in Danmark. 
Did her DTS in Skien 

in 2011.
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Contact
YWAM Grimerud 
Grimerudveien 77  

2312 Ottestad, tel. 62 57 43 00 
e-mail: grimerud@ywam.no  

grimerud.no 
YWAM Borgen  

9046 Oteren, tel. 77 71 45 62 
e-mail: info@borgen.ywam.no 

uioborgen.no 
YWAM Nordland 

Nesveien 11, 8220 Røsvik 
tel. 75 75 15 03 

e-mail: info@uionordland.no  
uionordland.no 

YWAM Ålesund 
Parkgata 14 

6003 Ålesund, tel. 70 14 08 41 
e-mail: info@creativedts.no 

ywamaalesund.no

YWAM Rogaland 
Solastrandvegen 116, 4050 Sola 

tel. 416 30 428 
e-mail: info@ywamrogaland.no 

uiorogaland.no 
YWAM Kristiansand 

Skjærgårdsveien 20 
4625 Flekkerøy, tel. 38 10 68 70 

e-mail: post@heimen.org  
www.heimen.org 
YWAM Skien 

Kongensgate 1, 3717 Skien 
tel. 404 10 202,   

e-mail: info@uioskien.no 
ywamskien.com 

YWAM Oslo 
Holbergsplass 4, 0166 Oslo 

tel. 977 47 833 
e-mail: info@ywamoslo.no www.

ywamoslo.no 

YWAM Bergen 
Løbergsveien 73 B 

 5055 Bergen 
e-mail: post@uiobergen.no 

uiobergen.no 
YWAM Namdalen 

Drageidet, 7977 Høylandet 
e-mail: info@uionamdalen.no 

YWAM in Molde 
Elvegata 7, 6413 Molde 

www.facebook.com/ywam.no 
ywammolde@gmail.com 
YWAM in Trondheim 

Osloveien 25 Trondheim  
www.facebook.com/
disippeltrondheim 
YWAM in Sogn 

Ortnevik 133, 5962 Bjordal 
facebook.com/Sognkloster 

sognkloster@gmail.com 

Hedemarken friskole 
2345 Ådalsbruk,  
tel. 62 54 74 00,  

e-mail: post@friskolen.no 
www.friskolen.no

Grimerud Barnehage, 
Grimerudvegen 71, 2312 

Ottestad, tel. 410 63 640,  
e-mail: barnehagen@ywam.no  

Bekkelaget Barnehage, 
Nyvegen 11a, 2312 Ottestad,  

tel. 402 36 552,  
e-mail: maily.reinemo@ywam.no

Familiefokus 
Geir Edvin og Nina Frøen 

Familyfokus has people who 
are available for those needing 

marriage counselling, follow-
up or information about local 
weekends for couples. Please 
contact us on 408 52 217 or 
familie@ywam.no for details 

about contacts in your region. 
For more info (in Norwegian) see 

www.familiefokus.no

Hjertefokus 
Jorun og Hans Erik Berling 
Tlf: 41012885 / 45204662 

e-mail: post@hjertefokus.no 
www.hjertefokus.no

Proklamedia 
Alex og Alina Dragoman 

(publishing directors) 
Grimerudvegen 77, 2312 

Ottestad, 
tel. 62 57 43 43, 

post@proklamedia.no, 
www.proklamedia.no

YWAM Medical  
Ships Norway 

c/o Ungdom i Oppdrag 
Skjærgårdsheimen,  

4625 Flekkerøy

Do you need prayer? 
Contact Anne Marie  
and Ivar I. Eidsheim, 

tel. 56 35 50 63, 
e-mail: bonn@ywam.no

YWAM Norway on the net 
www.ywam.no 

www.twitter.com/
ungdomioppdrag 

www.facebook.com/
ywamnorway

Gifts 
All gifts are tax deductible, 

(please send us your Norwegian 
personal number (11 digits) if this 
applies to you). Account: 3000 

14 69378

Vipps: 505215 

Phone: 62 57 43 00, 
email: partner@ywam.no

YWAM Norway's board 
Aleksander A. Knudsen - Molde 

(leader of the board) 
Andreas Nordli - Stange  
Geir Morten Nilsen - Fjell  
Alv J. Magnus - Stange  

Hanne Braathen - Storfjord 
Kjell Ekman - Porsgrunn 
Tove Kirkebye Poulsen - 

Denmark

YWAM Norway's  
leadership team 

Andreas Nordli, leader. 
Runar Byberg, deputy 

Ann-Helen Sperrud, deputy

OUR WORK 

LOCATIONS IN  NORWAY



Proklamedia
Ungdom i Oppdrag

Bøkene får du kjøpt i din lokale bokhandel eller direkte fra oss. 
E-post: ordre@proklamedia.no  •  Tlf. 62 57 43 43 

Grimerudvegen 77, 2312 Ottestad

Gratis porto ved  
kjøp over kr 350,-

www.proklamedia.no
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GAVER SOM KAN FORANDRE LIV!

Ranveig Klein
Den mystiske 
rustningen
Todd og Sander utforsker 
den store skogen. Plutselig 
oppdager de en hemme-
lig sti. De følger den og 
trekkes lenger og lenger 
innover! Der finner de en 
mystisk hjelm og en hem-
melig hage, og de møter en 

konge og en ridder. Hva er det for et eventyr 
guttene er blitt dratt inn i? Boken gir leseren en 
spennende opplevelse, og den viser både barn 
og voksne hvordan vi kan ta på oss Guds fulle 
rustning i hverdagen. Kr. 228,-

Oddvar Søvik
Derfor tror jeg
Som kristne er det viktig 
å vite hva vi tror og hvem 
vi tror på. Men det er også 
nødvendig å vite hvorfor 
vi tror. For hvis vi i vårt 
indre ikke er overbevist 
om at det vi tror på er sant, 
vil vi verken ha frimodig-
het eller autoritet til å dele 

troen med andre. Derfor tror jeg vil overbevise 
deg om at vi ikke har noen grunn til å skamme oss 
over evangeliet! Storpocket, kr. 299,-

Andreas Nordli
Når Gud er taus
Av og til mister vi troen og 
håpet. Det er som om Gud 
er borte. 
Bibelen tegner et guds-
bilde som takler smerten 
som livet kan påføre oss, 
et bilde av Gud som tåler 
livets realiteter og som 
overlever døden. Dette 

gudsbilde er som et stort mosaikk. Enkeltbiter 
gir kanskje ikke mening, ja de kan være direkte 
stygge og oppleves verdiløse. Noen brikker man-
gler kanskje også. Men når vi tar noen steg tilbake, 
kan vi likevel få øye på noe av storheten.
Denne boken prøver å sette noen brikker på plass, 
slik at Gud kan bli litt mer synlig. Derfor er dette 
en bok om håp. Innbundet, kr 248,-

Tom Bloomer
Askepott 
og søstrene 
hennes
Prinser og prinsesser 
burde være mer opptatt 
av arven sin enn av noe 
annet, men vi vet at det 
gjerne ikke er slik. Vi som 
er sønner og døtre av 
Kongen overlater ofte 

autoriteten over livet vårt til andre og gir fra oss 
arven. Tilbedelsen rettes mot feil kilde eller feil 
person. Forstår vi samspillet mellom identitet, 
autoritet, arv og tilbedelse vil det hjelpe oss med 
å vinne tilbake autoriteten i livet vårt og bruke 
den til det gode.  kr. 229,-


